A hew 5 cent bag fee - paid by you, pocketed by retailers

After voters repealed a regressive grocery bag fee in 2009, Seattle City Council members have now proposed a ban on plastic bags and,
a new 5 cent fee on each paper bag you use at stores. Will the fee help pay for litter reduction, recycling programs or environmental
protection initiatives? NO. The fee will go directly to the retailers, helping their bottom line while raising shopping costs on Seattle families.

A return to paper bags - use more energy, create more pollution _
Compared to paper bags, plastic bags are more resource efficient, reduce landfill waste and generate fewer greenhouse gas
emissions. Plastic bags take up a lot less space in a landfill (1,000 plastic bags weigh 13 pounds; 1,000 paper bags weigh 114
pounds)! and require far fewer trucks to transport. Studies also show that plastic bags generate 80 percent less waste than paper
bags?-and make up a tiny fraction (less than 0.5 percent) of the U.S. municipal solid waste stream.?

Risky reusable bags - more toxic, create health risks

The San Francisco Chronicle reports that many reusable bags, mostly made in China and from foreign oil, contain dangerous levels of toxins such
as lead and can pose a health risk for consumers.* Independent studies have found that 97% of people never wash their reusable bags after
using them to carry raw meats, poultry and other products, resulting in unhealthy bags that could contain E-coli, salmonella and other bacteria.®

Plastic bag recycling haé doubled in the U.S. in the last nine years. But we don't have to stop there. Washington should lead the way with its

own statewide policy to expand recycling of plastic bags and other packaging materials. Today, there are tens of thousands of U.S. jobs supported
by the p/ast/cs manufacturing and recycling industries. Washington should lead the way in recycling plastic bags, films, sacks and wraps.
That’s leadership that is good for the enwronment and the economy.

Learn the truth about plastic bags and recycling solutions at www.bagthebanwashington.com
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