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Gun violence is one of the largest public safety problems of this century in our 
country. The statistics are horrifying: approximately 31,000 are killed every year in 
the United States by firearms. As a comparison during the Iraq War, 5,000 U.S. 
soldiers died in ten years. Since the Newton, CT elementary school shooting, there 
have been 700 gun deaths in the U.S. Retrieved from 
http://www.presstv.ir/usdetail/282864.html. 
 
Have we become so numb to the sins we commit against one another right here at 
home? 
 
Public safety is job #1 for Seattle’s next mayor and currently we are not doing the 
job. Our streets are not safe for either tourists or residents. Fathers and mothers go 
to sleep each night wondering if their children will be safe. They are worried when 
they haven’t called. Guns on the streets are surely killing us, and we are not taking 
clear and decisive action. I pledge to you, that my number one goal will be to make 
Seattle the safest American city.  
 
The primary reasons for gun violence are apparent. Misuse of firearms, despair, 
crime, and mental health issues cause gun violence. But let’s be realistic. When we 
compare gun violence in the United States with other developed countries, the real 
cause is that there are too many guns in our country. 
 
As a candidate for mayor of Seattle, there are limits to what I can propose given the 
various federal and state laws that govern gun ownership and safety. We should not 
sit idly by and allow a stifled US Congress, or  an unresponsive and gutless Olympia 
tell us as the largest city in Washington what they are going to do to make us safer. 
We are an urban city and have unique problems. We have a different set of problems 
than smaller cities or rural areas. We need the tools to protect our residents and 
respond to our urban needs. 
 
While I personally do not own firearms, I do respect the U.S. Constitution and the 
rights it affords our citizens. I will not now nor ever try to remove firearms from a 
citizen’s homes. The Second Amendment protects a responsible, law-abiding 
citizen’s right to possess an operable firearm in the home for self-defense. But 
remember this right was given when our country needed a militia and war raged 
throughout the 13 colonies. We might never repeal the Second Amendment, but we 
can try to modernize it to protect our citizens. Our founding fathers never 
envisioned a weapon that could discharge 30 rounds in a matter of seconds. At that 
time, muskets were single shot weapons that took 60 seconds to reload. As reported 
in the Seattle Times on January 10, 2013, younger Americans die earlier than their 
counterparts in 16 other developed countries, with far higher rates from guns and 
drug addiction. We ranked last in the 17 countries studied. Statistically, the U.S. has 
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six deaths from gun violence per 100,000 residents. No other country comes close to 
that ratio. 
 
I ask you to join me in a community effort to keep guns out of the hands of those 
who should not have them. While there are many ideas being discussed, here is my 
proposal for increasing gun safety in OUR community. This is a realistic and 
actionable plan. If elected, I will begin implementing these ideas immediately upon 
taking office: 
 
It is important to note that Washington State RCW 9.41.290 prohibits cities from 
enacting laws that are more restrictive than state regulations. We are blessed with one 
of the most comprehensive initiative systems in the country. We can use that to enact 
change at the state level by a majority vote of the people.It is imperative that we as a 
city can challenge federal and state laws. We did it with a vote to legalize marijuana 
and gay marriage. Is gun safety any less important? You have my pledge that I will 
lead the charge on each of the following changes: 
 
#1 - Increased Funding for Early Detection of Violence-Prone, Mentally Unstable 
Individuals 
 
Gun violence by mentally unstable individuals is one type of gun violence that can 
only be stopped through improved reporting, early detection, and intervention. 
(Research shows that safe-storage laws alone do not appear to prevent mentally ill 
individuals from accessing firearms.) Mental illness remains severely 
underreported. Retrieved from Michael B. Mukasey, Prepared Remarks of Attorney 
General Michael B. Mukasey at the National Association of Attorneys General Winter 
Meeting, Park City, Utah, Nov. 29, 2007. As a result of the federal government’s lack 
of accurate information about mentally ill citizens, a background check is unlikely to 
find that an applicant is not eligible to own a firearm due to mental illness. We as a 
community must address how to help those around us that are mentally unstable 
before they hurt themselves or others and BEFORE they have access to firearms. We 
need an early warning system in our city where if someone is mentally unstable 
AND has access to firearms, they can be stopped and helped. When elected, one of 
my first orders of business will be to convene a group of health professionals, social 
service providers, and law enforcement representatives to design and implement 
said early warning system to not only identify but help those that are mentally 
unstable and prone to gun violence. We MUST create a comprehensive system that 
actually works. 
 
#2 - Requirement to Use Locked Containers or Gun Locks for Storage 
 
When we leave our homes in the morning to head to work, we lock the doors. We do 
the same when we lock our bicycles to racks or lock our car doors. Fifteen thousand 
persons in the United States are treated each year in hospital emergency rooms for 
unintentional gunshot wounds. Retrieved from Karen E. Gotsch et al., CDC 
Surveillance Summary No. SS-2, Surveillance for Fatal and Nonfatal Firearm-Related 



Injuries – United States 1993-1998, 2,Apr. 13, 2001, available at 
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/pdf/ss/ss5002.pdf. Children and young adults are 
frequent victims of such accidents.  
 
Only one in every six guns used in a crime was obtained legally. Retrieved from 
http://www.seattlepi.com/local/article/Previous-Seattle-gun-buyback-didn-t-slow-
4181280.php#ixzz2HaXh8C1c. Thousands of guns are stolen each year from  homes, 
vehicles, and places of business and are then used in violent crimes. Storing firearms 
in locked containers or with tamper-resistant locks would greatly decrease the 
number of firearms stolen and then turned on our community. 
 
Massachusetts and the District of Columbia require that all firearms be stored with a 
locking device in place. In Massachusetts, it is unlawful to store or keep any firearm 
unless it is secured in a locked container or equipped with a tamper-resistant 
mechanical lock or other safety device. Retrieved from 
http://smartgunlaws.org/locking-devices-policy-summary/#identifier_2_5934.  
 
I agree with the Massachusetts law, but it will be difficult to enforce. As Mayor, I am 
not going to send police officers into homes to confirm that guns are secured 
appropriately. I will launch a public education campaign educating our citizens 
about this law and asking them to secure their guns. This campaign should 
encourage us to ask the question of our neighbors, friends, family, and co-workers; 
“Do you have a gun in your home? Do you secure it? Is my child safe in your home?” 
This would be a simple campaign to begin and should be implemented immediately. 
All firearms must be secured in a locked container or with a tamper resistant locked 
safety device. 
 
#3 - Require Permits, Waiting Periods, and Background Checks for ALL Firearm 
Purchases 
 
The Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act of 1993 (Brady Act) applies only to 
sales by federally licensed firearms dealers. Accordingly, persons who purchase 
firearms from gun shows—estimated to be 40% of all gun purchasers—are not 
required to undergo background checks. Retrieved from See Educational Fund to 
Stop Gun Violence, Closing Illegal Gun Markets: Extending Criminal Background 
Checks to All Gun Sales,May 2002). "No questions are asked at a gun show…it’s 
crazy," said state Sen. Adam Kline recently. Retrieved from 
http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2020087572_gunlaws09m.html. I 
couldn’t agree more. I urge the Washington State Legislature to require permits, 
waiting periods, and background checks for ALL firearm purchases. I urge them to 
do that now. This session. Not next year or two years from now. 
 
As a real estate professional, I am required by state law to be fingerprinted and yet I 
can buy a handgun or long gun at a gun show without providing my fingerprints or a 
waiting period. Does this make sense? 
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In Hawaii, anyone wishing to acquire a firearm must obtain a permit from the 
county chief of police. Retrieved from http://smartgunlaws.org/licensing-of-gun-
owners-purchasers-policy-summary/. As part of the application process, applicants 
undergo a background check and must sign a waiver allowing access to mental 
health records. Permits are not issued until at least 14 days have passed after the 
date of application. Hawaii had seven murders by firearm in 2010 and only one in 
2011. Washington State had 93 murders by firearm in 2010 and 79 in 2011. Yes, 
Hawaii is one-fifth the size of Washington based on population but why so few 
murders by firearm? I would argue that their advanced permitting process is one 
solution to keep gun violence in check. 
 
When elected, I will work with other mayors from across the state to encourage and 
push the Washington State Legislature to change our permit and background check 
requirements. If they won’t do it, let us put it to a vote by the people of our state 
through the initiative process. Plain and simple. Yes it will be difficult. The NRA will 
challenge us. It was recently announced that 74% of NRA households want 
background checks at gun shows. I invite the NRA leadership and membership to 
join with us in calling for waiting periods and background checks for all gun sales. 
 
I ask all Washington residents to support this plan. I specifically would like to reach 
out to the mayors, managers, and councils of the over 250 cities and towns in our 
state. Join with me. Endorse my plan. Together, we can drive down the number of 
gun deaths in our communities. 
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