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Crowd Control

Objectives:

To define the Seattle Police Depaltment's philosophy for
implementing lesponses to Unusual Occuruences.

To ensure that all Officels and FirstJine Supervisors are given the
rnental and physical skills to perforur effectively in an Unusual
Occuuence.

llequired Materials:

Tlu.ough a combination of lecturBs and practical exeroises, all
class pãr'ticipants will acquire the mental and physical skìlls
lecltrit'ed to perfot'm effectively in an Unttsual Occurrence'

Introduction:

With protests beconring mote fi'equent, the Seattle Police
Departrnent must be prepared to confi'ont the possibly of these
types of Manifestations, Topics include Crowd Contlol
Formations, Mass Art'est and Baton Tactics.

Overvierv:

The training will instruct sealtle Police personnel on the crowd
control pr.ocedures, equipment and tactics needed to safely operate
in a hostile euvit'onment,

Instructional Notes



Presentation:

Crorvcl Control Basic Commands Module#1

Oral Cornrnnnds are given in trvo parts:
Preparatory Commands
Command of Execution

llasic Cotnrnalrds:
Squad, Standby
Atten Tiotr
Port At'rtrs
Order Anns
Parade Rest
At Ease
On Guard ,

Safe Guald

Basic Command for Face Shields
Iìace Shields Down
Þ'ace Shields Up

Ilasic Co¡nmand for Squad Movemeut:
Forward March
Flalf Step Match
Double Tirne March
Malk Time March
Column Right March .

Column Left March
Forwarcl at tlie On Guard, Mat'ch
Forward at the Safe Guard , March
Coutttet' Colunrn March
Baton Push at a Half SteP , Match

Addlessing Crowd "MOVE BACK"

Aurtible Oplíons: (Commancls given to squad/platoon duling
movement)

Adtlrcss Crowtl- (Move Baok)
Baton Catlglce- (Batorr striking shin guard or riot shield)

This section will introduce Class
Participants to Basic Commancls used in a
crowd control envit'onmeut. Class
Participants will be able to pelfolm the
cortect response when given each of the
Riot Squad Conuuand,

Give Pause between the íPrepamtoly
Commands" and "Comnand of
Execution".



I4scort/Arrest Tec,þn iqlnes Module#2

Usc of Force Cotrtinuuln

lCs cort/Arrcst Techniques

2 Officer Escort
3 Officer Escolt
Baton Cauy

Riot Baton T ues Mod ule#3

Iìcte¡rtion Techniqrtes :

"D" Pattet'n StliP
Pusl/Pull
Distraction Strike
'forso Turn
Seizing One Wrist
Ileal Attack- High and Low
Iìear Attack-Choke Hold
'l'orso Block

l)eflcctio¡r Techrriques :

Drop Deflection
Overhead Roof
Lefi/Riglrt Side Block

llaton Strihcs:
Baton Push
I{everse Strike
Tluust
Circle Strikes

This section will addless specifrc physical
techniques tliat can be applied to ovetcoure
passive resistance after a "Dispersal Ol'der"
has been given, These protesters tnaybe
sitting or lying down and may go lirnp
when the Officer attempts to at't'est tliem.
This section will provide options to
overcome passive resistance using a
minimal amount of force.

Class Parlicipants will be able to apply
3 different Escort/Alrest Techniqr'res to
overcome resistance of a subject'

This section will introduce the Riot
Baton and techniques that officers may
use during a crowd colltt'ol incident, (If
possible, Baton coul'se maybe trained
by using rotating task stations)

Class Participants wiil leaur
"Deflection Techniques" (to protect
thetnselves fi'om hostile attacks), and
perforur different application of
"Batott Sttikes", and "Retenlion
Techniques" duting a orowd contl'ol
incident,



Cronid Cont-{ol Formation$ Modulç#4

'I'actical Objcctives:
Containment
Isolation
Dispersal

Formations:
Column
Double Column
Line
I-ine folmation with Close Support

GaP Slide
Linear SupPott

On Line fi'otn a Double Column
Diagonal Left and Right
Wedge
Rescue Founation

'I'actics:
Surge
Ct'ossbow

Rescue/Art'est Formation
Line Fornation
Crowd Division
Re-enforcing
LatercI Support

Mass At'rest
Encircletnent

Strmmary:

Law enforcement has str.uggled with the challenges of policing
clemonstlations and other forms of oivilunrest. seattle PD must
incorpotate and maintain best prBctices that have been
successñllly used across the country in preparing for suoh events.

Failure to so can result can undemine police-community rélations
and it can lead to civil ligations due to the policies (to include
training) or tactics used during such events"

Commancls for Crowd Control Fortnations
are given otally and/or witli hand sigrrals.
Crowd Control Fornrations at'e used for'
Show of Force, Crowd Coritainment,
Dispersal Taotics, and Alrest'



Crowd Control Baslc Commands

Oral Co¡nntnuds nre given in two.pnrts

Plonnrfltory Coulnantls stateÉ movement to bo caruied out alrcl mentally
prepates officers for the "Co¡nlnand of Executiott".

Co¡nmnncl of,Dxecutiort talls whon the comfl.arrd is to be oauied out,

Notei A. brìef pauso is given between the Preparatory and Command of Executiolr.

Basic Colnrun¡¡tlst

Sarqn.rl. Standbv Prcparatory command used to galrr the attentlon of a squad.

Atfcr¡ IiEl Baton positioncd onthe rightside of the bod¡ with the butt of the
Riot Baton resting on the ground ttext to the offTcer's rígltt foot,

Port Arms Baton raised lo a 45 dogree alrgle, flom the tight hip'(Strlplng
Motlon) to thç Iefr shouldçt,

Ordol: Armq Retì¡r'lr to thè position of atteution,

Parnde fug! Extend both arms toward the gtound with baton hold jn both hairds
¿cross fi.o¡rt of the tbighs,, Baton is parallel to the gtound with feet at shoulder
wldth.

Àt Ense Stan<l in arelaxe<l mr¡rulel with the baton down onthe rlght sirle of tho .

bod¡ moving the left foot about shoulder length apatt,

O¡! Gl¡al'd Left foot forward to {rssume s strcng stance with a slight forward
lean. Baton hsld at a 45 dcgreo pointcd fonvntd with the high end at ttoss lovel
and the lorvor end neat'tlte riglrtlúp'

gþ Gunrd Left foot forrvard with a slight folward lean, Baton pointed forward
and parallol to the ground, Lsft arm locked out, right hand neat the righthip,

pRESS TO YOqB._RJGHT



Bnsic Comntand for Faco ShÍclds

Tacc Shiokls Ð-o.Lt ¡l Usually givçn fi'onr Polt Arms. Has movo¡nent dulhg the

þreparator.y conrmand of Isco Shlolds, with the tiglrt hand raiseil to the Face-Sniãt¿. 
Whe¡r the conrnraud of çxecution f)orvn is given, faoe shieid ls loweretl'

{g.çç sl¡totrlq up uzually given fi om Port A¡ms. I{as movement during the
prepar,atory command of lrtce Shiekls, with the light hand laised to tho Faoe
SniA¿. W¡enfhe command of executiou Up is given, Face shíeld is raÍsed,

Bnsic Coltn¡tat¡ds for Rlof Shields

Crow¿ Control Bnsic Colnnrands

Ätton !!g Stanctard position of attention. Riot Shields in the clowr positíon on
ths left side of the bocly,

Rlot Shields U¡¡ Riot Shields raise to thc flont with the top pcittion of tl-re shicld
at eye level,

Riot Shiokls. Ðown Riot Shiclds loweredto tho left side of the hody (backto the
st andard p os i t i o n of alten t lon).

9n Guarrl Done fi'om a position of the Riot shield up. Iæft foot is forward,
wittr o Uaton hetd in the right hand is place agairut the uppel portion of the Itiot
Shield to rel¡fotpe it, The Riot Shield tnay t'est on the left thigh with tho upper
portion slightly anglecl ot¡[watc1,-On 

the commãnd of ,'fiorryarcl olr tho On Gr¡srd - l\{at'clt", Officcrs will stlike
the Riot shields with their Baton as their left foot strikes fhe grottnd,

Riot Shickls. P¡ÌIgtIQ
tho ground, The Riot
top ltalf,

.BeËl
Shleld

llace the Riot Shíeld's ba'se i¡r flont of the officer, on
shoukl face tho ctowd with the offtcel sccuring thc

sp¿crNc ¿ND ndOVEn/mNr n{ noRMATIpN F-llgllÞp nu uMnoRlvl'



Crorvd Coutrol Basic Com¡naltcls

Basic Couuna¡ul for Squad Movementt

!'onvnr4 Mnrch Starting with the Ieftfoot, marchtakiirg.frrll steps (approx. 30
i*h"r¡. Catr t* ao* when officers æeinan Ou Gunrd or Safc Guarrl to gain
ten'itory,and conserve enel gY'

Hnlf stelì Mat'ch starting with the left foot, rnarch tnking half steps,

ÐouÞlc Timg Mnrp]t Starting with the left foot, tttoving at a slow jog'

Mnrlc Tiuro M*rch Stzutitlg with the left foot, Match in place.

-

[o¡wlrrcl st the On Çunr4 $tomp and drag) Mqcl¡ Dotte when the offìcers
-1'" olt thr Ol Gttatd" Oir thc cornmaltd of exeoution, March, bcgin fbrwat'd
Sromp anrl Drag while rnairrtaining an CIr Guaril (Baton remalns stallc).

Folwarrl nt fhc Snfe Grrartl (stontp and dtag) Mnrch Done wJron tho offioers
m'e on the Saf" Guar<f. On ihe co¡nmand of executiOn, March, begin forwarcl
Sfomp anel Drag while mainlaining a Safe Guqtcl, Baton is lxought to chest level
and tiuust forwãrd wlren the toft foot strilces the ground, Batotr is parallel to the
grouticl,

ttp ald drag) Mrntclt, On the commulttl
forwattd at a 45-ilegree augle as the left

foot stlikes tho g¡ouncl and pqlled back when the liglrt foot goes forwald,

Aurl íb|e Optlonst(Cornrnands gío"n to sqtlatVplatoo¡ during tnovemont)
. Actircss CrorvrþOlTicers give verbat cotrunatrd of MOYE wh çn tho lcft

ñot strikesJtp gound 1.nd BACI(when the fight foot is thon rnoved
forward nsxt to tho left foot.

r Bntou Cnclerrce- Ofücors will strike their baton against the sliin guarcls or
riot shields as their loft foot sttikes the gourrd.



officer and follow theit' colulntt,
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Comrn¡trtcls for APR Dcploymout (Gns.Mask):

Masking of APR (Àir-Pu¡iffing Respirator) will be doue as comtnanded by the

Platoon or Squad Leader'.

formation and the cover oflicer will maslr.

retruttiug the original line up front lfneeded'

"Ernergency Masking".

ANy MovEMDr:{T oI. XE&LQIÍNEI.S H OULD BÐ D oNrl} IN



Crorvd Control fforlnatlons

Sin gle Coltulru Forl¡tntiolt

Sinqlg Cqlynrn Move Unitleader poitrts to.tire locatio_1whe¡c thp CoJuiru¡ is
fol1n|mm."'r fortt u Colurnnfacing tho direotion Índioatecl with officcrs
facing the point person's back (30" spacÍng between offlcets)'

vyvvvvvvvv
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Double Coluttt¡t Fo¡'runfiolr

I)oublc Cglurnn MJve Unit Leader points to the location where the Double
ffioersfomaDoubleColtltnnwiththepointpersonattlre
fi.ont and to tfue light (Spaclng should be 30" betweett colutnn' 30" belween

ofllccrs ln the column).

Llnc Itormntiou

LIne Fornrntlon Mov.9 Unit Leacler points to thc location where the Line
R"--tt6 tg f"tmøitte point person lnovo$ to thç location inclicated with the

officet's forrning on each siclo of hÍm (Lefi columnfonns to the lefi of the polnt
person, right colutnn to the ilght side),

ç0MMANpS SHOULD BE BorH VIIRBAL ÄND BY HAND SJçNS,



Crowd Control Forriratio¡ts

Wed{q lror.rnation Movo Unit Lea{el polnts to the location whet'e the Wedgo
l*.-tl* it f"t',t*¿. The point person moves to the l<lcation indicated with
officers angling back on both si¿ès (one step backqnd one slep to the slde)'

DiagonnlRIGHT (or Lcft) Formnfion

DingonglRigUljqr Lcft) Move
Diagonal Formation ls formecl. Tl
with officers angling 45 degree ba
Right Forrnatlon ls formect to move tl
w ¡¡h the p o t nt p e r ffi h t I ght fi' otrt of the fo t m a t I on)'

à
àà

à b
àÊ

ò
à

à

6
à

à
à

à
à

à
à

à
à



Crorvd Coutrol Formntions

Dor¡ble Columr¡ to Line

Line For:Elatlolr Moye UnitLeqdet points to iocation'lvhere the ('LiueF0ttnation"

ir tormed" l,ead Oflioers in eaclt columu retnaills in position, The remaining
officers rnove to tho light (teft) side of the Lead Officets,
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Line Forrnttion to Wcdgo

Wedüe [rorE!åtipfl Move Unit Leador points lolhe Of'ficcr who will be fhe

[ointpersonÞõi''tofficernarc]rsforward,withromaittitrgofficors:.Mu'.k
Tirne'l rnnrching until the officæt' to their liglrt (left) is 45 degree ahead' The
remaining offisers will than ftrll into tlto "W'edge Fotmation"'

Wctlgc to LÍue Fon¡ratiou

I,irre For.nrsÍion Movo Point officer reurains itr positiol by "Matk TiT""
"*r"htrg. Rr"aining Offlcer$ ntove forwatcl until a "Lino Formatio¡t" is
achieved,

ryHEN DDPLOYING MIIJ-,TIPLE SOUADS. DBBj$S TO THD CU|Ì'ITDR
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Crowcl Control X'or¡nations

Dingonnl Right (left) to Line

Liue For¡4,¡ttion Move Leftmost Offtcerrornains in position by "Matk Timd'
ã^"irlttg, R"r*irring0fficet's flìovo forwalcf rintil aftl.ine Fo¡mation" is
aohieved,
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Cl'ossbow Linc Formntion

T¡o Crossbow ls nn aggressive tnnleuvor,used to penotrato R cl'owtl to t'cscuo
I petson, or perfolnr an srrcst. Tho squad ls lnoved l¡rto the ¡rDoublc

Cãlunur'l for.lnatlon rvith a rniui¡nunr of I olficors to ¡llovltle sr¡fftcierrt
protectiorr.

Clossborv, Al'rost (ßesfi,rreì @ Squaci Leader idenfifre.s the petsou to be
ffi offÌcers ate the nmsst/rescue team ancl the remuining
squad is tho pt'otective guard,

Rsscue. If tþe ntoventent ís o rescue, ths team yells as tJroy ltin towatcl the pelson
they resoue,

Ar.rest. If an aryest, arrest team may hatld off fheir bntons to the Squad Leadel or
ls silent. .

son, the reruaitring squad fortns a
s the nrovcmelrt <¡f the entire squa<l

baok to "fi'iendly teuitory".

Crossb orv iuto Lilre [ounatiou
T[ç .,Crossbow" may also be used'to move tfue ct'owd back with a "Líne
Fo¡natiolr", es in túe auest/respuo, tho polnt person will <leternine tho distance
that they ttavol, Squad should bc audible duling deployment.
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Ct'ossborv info Arl'es cue FolmRtlon
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Crossborv lnto Lins Folmatlolr
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Cl'ossborv Crowd S eparntiott

Crossl¡orv. Crorvd Scp¡ratigl Move 2 Squuds,'by folrning a Doul¡le Coltttnn
(1 Scluacl in eaoh Colunlt), will ponetrate the crowd and separate them by goilg
thb opposito direotion. Cornmutication is essetrtial betwe'en the both squad
leader,s involvcd in this tactic. This manouver ¡nay be used to separato 2 hostile
groups.ol to clear an ontryway into a building
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Lino For,¡nntion-close su¡rport f¡'oln a crossbow (Double colurnn)

Ältfuough not a true Crossbow Tactic, Closo Supportmay be lìsed to support the existitrg
Line Formation when they meet a large reslstanoe, Tbis tactio oan also be tlsed fo ¡clieve
the oxisting formation withortt <listupting the llne intdgrÌty.

Lino Torrnntioq:-CJose Sunnort Movq Unit Leadet will apploachthe_existing .
Lir* Foilxatlôn aird in a Double Column, Tho Unit Leader will direct their squacl

to provido "Close Suppot'|" itby moving aim up and dowí rvÍth a closccl fist,
The pquad will fìllin the gap of ths existing Lino Fortnation'
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Latornl Sup¡lort

Lateral Su¡lport provides protectlort to tl¡c fla¡rh of nu oxistlng Line
Itornration, Thls tactlc is itlsnl for eutering ¡ hostile intcrscctlolr or assaults
fi'orn tho sltlcs.

Lntersl F.lruuort Movc Tho supportíng squad(s) is directsd by sliglitty lising of
tltç ot r't and pointing torvarcl the direqlion that Inny need "Latetul Supporl't,
Suppott ruay be prnvidctl on one ot both sicles of the Lirc.
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IÈR circlem ent (Alle* t)

Encirclernent Mr¡ve 2 Squacls in a Double Colunn (t Squad in eaqh Column),
*ltl appro¿lct*rrd oircle the crowd by goiug the at'outtrl thçrn in opposite
clirectlón, Onco tho offioers suruound the crowd, tfie sqrrnd leadors will clotelmìne
if the officers will face the an'qstçss ol if the enviroruncttt is hostile every othor or
odd offir"r will face oulbound.
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Odd nunbet fficers shotld take 2 steps
outward toward the threat,
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