
October 18, 2019 

HEIDI WILLS CAMPAIGN FINANCE VIOLATIONS 
Complaint to the Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission 

CHARGE 1: HEIDI WILLS VIOLATED CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTION LIMITS 
Pursuant to SMC 2.04.370: 

No person shall contribute more than $500 to any candidate for Mayor, member of the City 
Council, or City Attorney of the city, in any election cycle.

Heidi Wills received more than $5,000 through an in-kind contribution but declared its value as 
just $1,000.  

James Riggle and the Hotel Ballard, owned by James Riggle, hosted a Heidi Wills fundraiser for 
on October 8, 2019  in the hotel’s luxury rooftop pavilion space. On 10/8/19, the day of the 1

fundraiser, Wills reported collecting more than $11,000 from more than 50 contributors.  One 2

attendee reported 70 people at the fundraiser.  3

According to Hotel Ballard’s website:   4

The Olympic Rooftop Pavilion provides 1,370 square feet of event space featuring views of old downtown 
Ballard, beautiful mountains, and waterways. The rooftop pavilion features state of the art audio visual 
equipment, vaulted ceilings with a skylight, and west facing NanaWalls. Outside of the pavilion, the patio 
space features a large fire place, chairs, and a standing bar making the Olympic Rooftop Pavilion and patio 
area an idea space for any event.
Features:

● Exclusive catering through Stoneburner
● Two antique chandeliers
● Outdoor fireplace and chairs
● Sweeping views of old downtown Ballard, waterways, and mountains
● Occupancy: up to 100 guests for dinner

Heidi Wills falsely declared the event space’s true market value, in clear violation of Seattle’s 
law prohibiting city council candidates from accepting contributions greater than $500. Hotel 

 See event invitation in the Appendix. 1

 For 10/8/19, Wills reported 52 contributors including Amazon CEO Jeff Wilke and Amazon lobbyist Ryan 2

Bayne

 https://twitter.com/peterschrappen1/status/11817995928089968653

 https://www.hotelballardseattle.com/en-us/events-groups/events-at-hotel-ballard4

https://twitter.com/peterschrappen1/status/1181799592808996865
https://www.hotelballardseattle.com/en-us/events-groups/events-at-hotel-ballard


Ballard’s restaurant, Stoneburner, normally charges a $1,000 event set up fee plus $100 for 
linens, not including food, drink and alcohol.   5

Heidi Wills also falsely declared the true market value of catering for 70 at just $500. Hotel Bal-
lard’s restaurant normally charges a $4,000 minimum for catering. According to an email from 
the Stoneburner Director of Sales and Catering: 

Room rental includes set-up, teardown, staff, standard linens ($100 fee), tables and chairs for 
100 guests and votive candles. The food & beverage minimum for the Pavilion is $4,000 and 
a rental fee of $1,000. Tax and service charge are additional.  6

CHARGE 2:  HEIDI WILLS VIOLATED LAWS PROHIBITING CONCEALMENT OF SOURCES 
Pursuant to SMC 2.04.290: 

No contribution shall be made and no expenditure shall be incurred, directly or indirectly, in a 
fictitious name, anonymously, or by one person through an agent, relative, or other person in 
such a manner as to conceal the identity of the source of the contribution or in any other manner 
so as to effect concealment.

To further conceal the true monetary value of the fundraiser and get around contribution limits, 
Heidi Wills appears to have falsely reported the in-kind contribution as split between two enti-
ties. 

!  

While Stoneburner normally handles all event fees and catering in the pavilion,  Heidi Wills de7 -
clared the contribution as split between lessor Hotel Ballard (owned by James Riggle) and 
lessee Stoneburner (owned by James Lechner’s Bastille2 LLC).  

  See email in the Appendix5

 Email from Stoneburner, attached. 6

 Email from Stoneburner, attached.7



It is important to note that Hotel Ballard owner James Riggle maxed out his personal contribu-
tion to Heidi Wills as an individual on 9/30/19 and was listed as an official host of the 10/8/19 
fundraiser. The general manager at one of Riggle’s other properties, the Olympic Athletic Club, 
also contributed  the maximum $500. The Olympic Athletic Club recently emailed its gym mem8 -
bers a statement of support for Heidi Wills on 10/17/19.   9

I urge the SEEC and Washington PDC to fully investigate this matter in a timely way. Please 
contact me if you have any questions.  

Robert Cruickshank 
(206) 492-9408 
cruickshank@gmail.com 
9037 7th Ave NW 
Seattle, WA 98117 

 Mark Durall, Olympic Athletic Club general manager contributed $500 on 10/8/19, according to Wills’ 8

most recent C4.

 See email in the Appendix9
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