
MAYOR GREG NICKELS’S Nightlife 
Task Force held a public meeting Mon-
day, October 30, but you wouldn’t know it 
from looking around the room: All media, 
except print reporters, were barred from 
entering the Norman B. Rice Conference 
Room adjacent to the mayor’s office.

Asked afterward why the mayor’s office 
had prohibited cameras from creating 
any record of the proceedings (even two 
Seattle Channel cameras bolted 
to the ceiling were out of commis-
sion), mayoral spokesman Marty 
McOmber said the ban was “an 
effort to keep people on track… 
We’re creating an environment 
conducive to getting through the 
work in a productive and timely 
fashion.”

The “work” in question was 
a presentation by mayoral and 
Department of Executive Admin-
istration (DEA) staffers of the 
mayor’s new nightlife regulations. 
It was also the final meeting of the 
city’s nightlife task force; any fur-
ther revisions to the legislation will 
have to come from the city council.

T he members ,  a r ranged 
around four heavy wooden confer-
ence tables, included club owners, 
neighborhood residents, and other 
business representatives, along 
with mayoral staffers Jordan 
Royer and James Keblas (head 
of the Mayor’s Office of Film and 
Music) and DEA Director Ken Nakatsu.

Although the mayor’s office has touted 
the new rules as a “significant improve-
ment” on the old legislation, they don’t do 
much to satisfy club owners who were out-
right appalled by the restrictiveness of the 
original proposal [“Nickels Proposes Anti-
Nightlife Legislation,” by Erica C. Barnett, 
July 13]. In the new version: Club owners 
are no longer required to “prevent” crimes 

inside their own and adjacent premises; 
instead, they are now required to “take 
all reasonable steps to prevent [violent] 
criminal activity” on their property and 
in “impacted public areas.” (The new rules 
also require club owners to “immediately 
report” any confirmed or suspected illegal 
activity to police.) Nor do they have to staff 
a phone line at all hours; instead, emer-
gency calls must be returned within a day.

The definition of “impacted public 
areas,” which club owners must police for 
littering and illegal behavior, has been 
changed from “public property adjacent to 
the nightclub premises where either patrons 
or prospective patrons gather”—an almost 
impossibly vague standard—to areas 
within 50 feet of a property. That’s better 
than the old definition, but still too large; 
as owners of clubs in Pioneer Square have 

pointed out, the public areas “impacted” by 
each club will frequently overlap, forcing 
club owners to patrol the sidewalk in front 
of each other’s properties.

The noise standard has been loosened 
a little, from noise “audible to a person of 
normal hearing” inside nearby buildings 
to “amplified sound” that can be heard for 
more than a minute by a person standing 
in a nearby building or in a public space 

75 feet away. That prevents neigh-
bors from complaining when people 
stand outside and talk, for example, 
but doesn’t satisfy club owners like 
Showbox co-owner Jeff Steichen, 
who worries that the standard may 
be too restrictive.

Finally, the definition of “night-
life businesses” has been vastly 
expanded to include most bars as 
well as clubs—something residents 
of neighborhoods like Fremont, 
where most of the noise comes from 
bars, not nightclubs, requested.

Club owners and neighbor-
hood residents on the advisory 
board seemed more resigned than 
enthusiastic about the new regula-
tions, which Steichen called “one 
more layer of restrictions that 
doesn’t really do anything except 
give the city another tool to shut 
businesses down.” The new rules 
include almost nothing, Steichen 
noted, to help nightlife thrive in 
Seattle—something Nickels has 

repeatedly promised.
City officials hedged, meanwhile, 

about whether they would resume 
the hated “good-neighbor agreements,” 
legally binding documents that required 
bar and club owners to abide by a list of 
rules that varied widely from one estab-
lishment to another. !
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The city auditor’s office is a department so 
obscure—few are even aware it’s part of the 
legislative branch—and minuscule—one audi-
tor, nine employees—that it’s hard to imagine it 

eliciting a peep from 
the council at budget 
time. Nonetheless, 
Council Member Peter 
Steinbrueck’s proposal 
to expand the office 
by four employees 
and place it under the 

watchful eye of a new city committee has irked 
some on the council, like finance commit-
tee chair Richard McIver, who isn’t convinced 
the office is effective in the first place. This 
week produced two competing Statements of 
Legislative Intent (known, cutely, as SLIs) from 
Steinbrueck and McIver. The former proposed 
the new committee; the latter suggested an 
audit of the auditor’s office itself. In other 
budget news, Nick Licata spent the last week 
negotiating the details of a massive police-
funding proposal; although no one expects 
every aspect of the council’s compiled laundry 
list to pass, many of its elements—60 new cops, 
a domestic-violence legal advocate, revival of 
the (renamed) Community Service Officer pro-
gram—are things many on the council, especially 
Licata, have been trying to add for years.

The Seattle Times editorial board took Licata 
to task Monday for failing to release the results 
of an investigation into discrimination claims 
at the city. The editorial, titled “City Should 
Release Discrimination Report,” lambasted Licata 

for withholding the findings of the 
$200,000 study. “Anything less 

carries the potential of eroding 
public trust.” The only problem 
is, Licata says he told reporters 
10 days ahead of time exactly 

when he planned to release the 
report: Monday, which is when he 

released it. Times editorial writer Lynne 
Varner, who wrote the editorial, says she inter-
viewed Licata a week before the editorial ran and 
wrote it then; however, she says, “it was held all 
of this time because of other editorials, chiefly 
endorsements, that needed to run.” Nonethe-
less, the vaunted “wall of separation” between 
news and editorial shouldn’t become an excuse 
for editorial writers to get their facts wrong.

They managed to keep the question of how 
to replace the viaduct off the ballot, but that 
hasn’t stopped the mayor’s office—whoops, 
make that the “Waterfront for All” campaign—
from doing push polls to help advance its 
pro-tunnel agenda. The latest—a survey so bla-
tantly biased that even the resolutely objective 
Seattle P-I couldn’t help but acknowledge that 
its questions “framed [the tunnel] in a favorable 
light”—was intended to counter a recent Times 
poll putting support for the $3.6 billion–$5.5 
billion tunnel at a paltry 25 percent. In addi-
tion to asking leading questions (suggesting, 
for example, that the mayor’s tunnel would 
“significantly reduce noise and air and water 
pollution, making downtown a more enjoyable 
place for people who work, shop, live, and 
visit”), the pro-tunnel poll eliminated almost 
any mention of the surface/transit replace-
ment option, confining it to a single question 
(do you prefer the tunnel, elevated, or surface 
option?) and thereafter ignoring its existence. 
“They gave me a whole bunch of pro-tunnel 
data,” says Kelly King, a surface/transit sup-
porter who was called by a pollster. “I just kept 
saying ‘Neither,’ ‘Neither,’ ‘Neither.’” !
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BAR OWNER PETE HANNING Emerges from closed meeting.

STATE OF WASHINGTON
INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 920 

ESTATE TAX REPEAL
" NO

INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 933
GOVERNMENT MUST WAIVE LAND-USE 

LAWS THAT REDUCE PROPERTY 
VALUES OR COMPENSATE OWNERS 

" NO
INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 937 

REQUIRES UTILITIES TO USE 
RENEWABLE ENERGY

" YES
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 4223

TAX EXEMPTION FOR SMALL 
BUSINESSES

" YES

KING COUNTY
PROPOSITION NO. 1

ALLOWS COUNTY TO SELL UNUSED 
LAND PURCHASED IN 1910

" YES
PROPOSITION NO. 2

SALES TAX INCREASE FOR BUSES 
" APPROVED

FEDERAL
United States Senator
" MARIA CANTWELL

United States Representative
Congressional District No. 1

" JAY INSLEE
United States Representative

Congressional District No. 7
" JIM McDERMOTT

United States Representative
Congressional District No. 8

" DARCY BURNER

STATE OF WASHINGTON
LEG. DIST. NO. 11

Representative Position No. 2
" BOB HASEGAWA

LEG. DIST. NO. 34
Senator

" ERIK POULSEN
Representative Position No. 1

" EILEEN CODY
Representative Postion No. 2

" JOE McDERMOTT

LEG. DIST. NO. 37
Senator

" ADAM KLINE
Representative Postion No. 2

" ERIC PETTIGREW

LEG. DIST. NO. 43
Senator

" ED MURRAY
Representative Postion No. 1

" HUGH FOSKETT
Representative Position No. 2

" FRANK CHOPP

LEG. DIST NO. 46
Senator

" Ken Jacobsen

Representative Position No. 1
" Jim McIntire

Representative Position No. 2
" Phyllis Kenney

LEG. DIST NO. 48
Senator

" RODNEY TOM

STATE SUPREME COURT
Position No. 2

" SUSAN OWENS

CITY OF SEATTLE
CITY COUNCIL

POSITION 9
" SALLY CLARK

INITIATIVE 91 
PROHIBITS SUBSIDIES FOR 

PROFESSIONAL SPORTS
" YES

REFERENDUM NO. 1
UPHOLDS NEW STRIP CLUB 

REGULATIONS
" REJECTED

CHARTER AMENDMENTS 6-16
CHANGES TO CITY CHARTER
" YES ON ALL OF THEM

PROPOSTION NO. 1
TAX INCREASE FOR ROAD AND 

BRIDGE MAINTENANCE, BIKE LANES
" YES

STRANGER ELECTION CONTROL BOARD

CHEAT      SHEET
FOR THE GENERAL AND SPECIAL ELECTION, NOVEMBER 7, 2006

THE STRANGER DOES NOT MAKE ENDORSEMENTS IN UNCONTESTED RACES.

THE STRANGER IS 
HOSTING AN ELECTION-
NIGHT PARTY Tuesday, 
November 7, at Spitfire 

(2219 Fourth Ave). The party starts 
at 5 pm—when election results start 
coming in from the East Coast—and 
goes all night long. We’ve got 22 
television screens, satellite feeds from 
all over the country, and red and blue 
drink specials. Here’s hoping that 
Spitfire in 2006, like our Chop Suey 
party in 2004, runs out of booze. But 
this time it’ll be because we’re toast-
ing our victories, not drowning our 
sorrows. Join us for what might just 
be the party of the year.—DS


